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Description
Meaning, Language, and Time: Toward a Consequentialist Philosophy of Discourse is 
concerned with the interanimations of meaning, time, language, and discourse. The 
chief target of critique is meaning apriorism, the notion that the meaning of an ut-
terance (or sign) is always found in or traceable to something temporally and logically 
prior, such as intention. In opposition, Porter proposes meaning consequentialism, a 
theory that integrates meaning and time in terms of its consequences. Given the his-
tory of concepts like meaning, time, language, and discourse, any serious attempt to 
understand them must be interdisciplinary; so Meaning, Language, and Time draws 
on a wide range of important work in the history of philosophy, rhetoric, and compo-
sition. In this groundbreaking work, Porter joins these conversations with the aim of 
breaching the traditional disciplinary walls and opening new areas of inquiry.
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