
Sir Thomas Malory’s Morte Darthur
A New Modern English Translation Based on 
the Winchester Manuscript

Dorsey Armstrong
Renaissance and Medieval Studies
Edited by Charles Ross
978-1-60235-103-5 (paperback; $40; £30; €33; $49 CAD )
978-1-60235-105-9 (Adobe eBook on CD; $30; £22; €24; $38 CAD) 
© 2009 by Parlor Press. 698 pages with introduction and index

Dorsey Armstrong provides a new, Modern English translation of the 
Morte Darthur that portrays the holistic and comprehensive unity 
of the text as a whole, as suggested by the structure of Caxton’s print, 
but that is based primarily on the Winchester Manuscript, which of-
fers the most complete and accurate version of Malory’s narrative. 
This translation makes one of the most compelling and important 
texts in the Arthurian tradition easily accessible to everyone—from 
high school students to Arthurian scholars.

In addition to the complete text, Armstrong includes an introduction that discusses Malory’s sources and the long-
running debate surrounding the manuscript and print versions of the narrative. For ease of use, the text is keyed to both 
William Caxton’s print version and the manuscript version edited by Eugène Vinaver. A detailed index is also included.

Dorsey Armstrong is Associate Professor of English and Medieval Literature at Purdue University. Her research 
interests include medieval women writers, late medieval print culture, and the Arthurian legend, on which she has 
published extensively. Her book Gender and the Chivalric Community in Sir Thomas Malory’s Morte 
D’Arthur was published by University Press of Florida in 2003. Her 36-part lecture series on “The Medieval World” 
will be available from The Teaching Company in late 2009. Currently, she is Editor-in-Chief of the academic journal 
Arthuriana, which publishes the most cutting-edge research on the legend of King Arthur from its medieval ori-
gins to its enactments in the present moment. 
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