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Humanistic Critique of Education’s ten essays by noted scholars address 
the subject of educational policy, methods, ideology and more, with stress upon 
the rhetoric of contemporary teaching and learning. Humanistic Critique of 
Education focuses on education as symbolic action, as the foundation of discov-
ery and, thus, as “equipment for living” in Kenneth Burke’s terms. These essays 
will spark dialogue about improving education in democratic societies through the lens of humanism. 

The authors take their lead from Burke’s famous essay, “Linguistic Approach to Problems of Education,” which is included 
in the volume, and thus address the design, practice, and outcomes of educational programs in the new millennium. Key 
subjects include cognitive motivational outcomes, student development, literacy, active learning, constructivism, problem-
based learning, cooperative educational movements, learning communities, student retention, community responsibility 
and service learning, technology, curriculum development, and more. Humanistic Critique of Education is the first 
sustained attempt to apply Burke’s profound insights to the problems of educational reform and policy. Contributors in-
clude Peter Smudde, Bernard L. Brock, Kenneth Burke, Andrew King, Elvera Berry, Mark E. Huglen, Rachel McCoppin, 
Richard H. Thames, James F. Klumpp, Erica J. Lamm, Robert Wess, Bryan Crable, and David Cratis Williams. 

Peter M. Smudde (PhD, Wayne State University) is assistant professor in the School of Communication at Illinois 
State University. He came to academe in 2002 after sixteen years in industry in the fields of public relations, marketing 
communications, and technical writing. His primary research and teaching interest is the application of Burke’s ideas and 
contemporary theories of rhetoric to pedagogy and industry.
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