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From Oracle Bones to Computers: The Emergence of Writing 
Technologies in China is the first book to provide a systematic histori-
cal, rhetorical, as well as critical account of the development of major writ-
ing technologies in China, spanning a history of over five thousand years. 
Baotong Gu covers the development of a wide array of major writing tech-
nologies, most of which were native Chinese inventions, including oracle 
inscriptions, bronze inscriptions, brush pens, ink, early forms of paper, the 
modern form of paper, block printing, movable type, the Chinese typewriter, the computer, and the Internet. From 
Oracle Bones to Computers distinguishes itself from other historical studies because it examines these technolo-
gies from a rhetorical perspective to explore how the cultural context, especially the role of language and communi-
cation, helps construct and shape the meanings of Chinese writing technologies. 
An innovative feature of this book is its development of a six-element, operationalized model of rhetorical analysis 
that can be applied to the study of any writing technology. Using this model, the author examines the rhetorical 
contexts of writing technologies in China in their respective historical periods by examining them in the context of 
exigency, ideology, participants, knowledge creation, access and control, and communication. From Oracle Bones 
to Computers will appeal to historians, theorists, and teachers across diverse fields of study, such as writing, rheto-
ric, technology, technology transfer, Asian studies, and cultural studies.

Baotong Gu is an associate professor of English at Georgia State University and the editor of four collections and 
numerous articles and translations in technical communcation, the history and development of new technologies, 
and the history of rhetoric.
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